
Seattle Composter User Guide 
Why Compost Yard Waste? 
Composting is easy, a great way to recycle yard waste (leaves, grass clippings, stalks 
and twigs) into a fertile, sweet-smelling soil builder. Compost helps grow healthier 
gardens, lawns, trees, and shrubs, that need less water, pesticides, and fertilizer too.  
 
Using your new “Seattle Composter” is easy as 1, 2, 3 . . . 

1) Prepare a Location 
 Choose a shady, fairly level spot, away from the house. 
 Use a shovel or rake to make it really level. 

2) Assemble Your Seattle Composter 
 Unroll the green sheet and bring the ends together, line up holes. 
 Use the bolts and wing nuts through the holes to fasten ends together, 

to form a round cylinder (see photo). 
 Set one lid on the leveled ground, then stand green cylinder in lid. 

3) Start Composting! 
 Load materials into the bin, clipping up sticks and stalks.  
 Mix “greens” like grass clippings with “browns” like leaves and stalks. 
 Add water – keep it as moist as a wrung out sponge.  The bacteria 

and fungi that do the work need a moist home. 
 Do Compost:  Grass clippings, leaves, stalks, dead plants, twigs up to 

pencil diameter, and most weeds. 
 Don’t Compost:  Weed seeds and invasive weeds like ivy (they 

resprout!), diseased plants, pet waste, and clippings treated with weed 
or bug killers.  No food waste!  Instead use the rodent-resistant bins 
like the Green Cone or worm bin.  Rats will chew right through your 
Seattle Composter if you put food in it. 

Harvest and Use Your Finished Compost 
 6 to 12 months is all it takes to turn most yard waste into crumbly, brown, earthy compost. 
 Lift the lid, then slide the green sides up off the pile, or undo the bolts if you prefer. 
 Turn the unfinished compost from top of pile off to one side.  
 Harvest the crumbly finished compost off the bottom of the pile.  Set the bin up again. 
 Dump any unfinished material back in to continue composting. 
 Use your compost!  Scatter as a “mulch” on the surface around plants, or dig compost into beds 

when planting.  You can also rake a thin layer into lawns. 

Questions?  Want to Learn More? 
Call the experts at the Natural Lawn & Garden Hotline, (206) 633-0224  
or e-mail info@lawnandgardenhotline.org for a free copy of the  
Composting at Home Guide, or answers to your questions. 
On the web, visit www.seattle.gov/util/Services/Yard/Composting/ .  


